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to be most affected by corruption globally include politi-
cal parties, the police, the judiciary, legislatures, and 
business (Transparency International 2012). Figure 6.6 
shows an index of the perception of corruption (from 1 to 
10) in various countries around the world. 

Thinking Sociologically
Sometimes government officials and even heads of state 
are the perpetrators of crimes. When, if ever, is it justified 
for a government official to violate the law of the nation? 

this form of crime includes acts defined by law as crimi-
nal but committed by state or government officials. For 
example, a government might be complicit in smuggling, 
assassination, or torture, which is then justified in terms 
of “national defense.” Government offices may also vio-
late laws that restrict or limit government activities such 
as eavesdropping. In some countries, political prisoners, 
such as the Guantánamo Bay detainees held in Cuba by 
the United States, are imprisoned for long periods with-
out charges, without access to lawyers, and without tri-
als, and some have been tortured, violating both national 
and international laws (Center for Constitutional Rights 
2013). The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled (2006 and 2008) 
that the U.S. administration violated the rights of these 
people (Global Security 2009). The Obama administra-
tion planned to shut down the Guantánamo Bay facil-
ity in 2010, but that closure has not yet occurred, and as 
we write these words, 122 detainees remain at “Gitmo” 
(Haberkorn 2014; Human Rights First 2015). Although 
countries may violate their own laws, it is difficult to pros-
ecute when the guilty party is the government.

Bribery and corruption are the way of life in many 
governments, businesses, and police forces. The per-
centage of citizens who said that they had paid a bribe 
to obtain services is as high as 79% in Nigeria, 72% in 
Cambodia, and 71% in Albania. The institutions perceived 

Detainees sit in a holding area at the naval base in Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba, in the “temporary” detention center. It violates U.S. 
law, but the facility continues to hold prisoners and to operate. 
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FIGURE 6.6  Corruption Percentage Index 2013
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Source: Data taken from Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index 2013.  Copyright © Transparency International. All Rights Reserved. 
For more information, visit http://www.transparency.org. Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index measures the perceived level of 
public sector corruption in countries and territories around the world.




